
                                   FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST        

September 13, 2020 ñ WELCOME to Desert Garden UCC!  

ñLIVE-STREAMING WORSHIP STARTS NEXT SUNDAYñ 
see the details on page 7 

No matter who you are, or where you are on lifeôs journey, or the map, you are welcome here. 
Come join us in the virtual DG Caf® at 10:30 a.m. Sunday (details on p. 2). 

Welcome, Alice Goss: Our Pastoral Intern preaches her second-ever sermon todayðjust as she 
begins her first semester at Chicago Theological Seminary. Keep her in your prayers. 

As You Prepare for Worship: Most of us have been 
in the situation of owing a debtðof gratitude or of 
financesðthat we knew we could never adequately 
repay. Most of us also do not like the feeling of 
owing anyone anything. One popular radio host has 
people scream on-air ñI am debt-free!ò As Christians, 

that is a claim we can never make; the grace and forgiveness offered us is timeless and priceless. 
Todayôs parable pushes us to re-consider our treatment of others. 

 

WELCOME and DG OPPORTUNITIES  Pastor Len Silvester 

PRELUDE  All Hail the Power of Jesusô Name (arr. MacDonald) Eric and Claudia Marsollier 

PRESENTATION of E.F.M. CERTIFICATE Rev. Ruth Winkler to Alice Goss  

CALL to WORSHIP  ñ from Psalm 103 Rev. John Riddle, Liturgist 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless Godôs holy name, 

Who forgives all our iniquity, who makes us whole, 

Who redeems our lives and crowns us with love and mercy, 

Who works justice for all who are oppressed, 

Who is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

HYMN of PRAISE   No. 43 (B) vs. 1 & 2     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

PRAYER of INVOCATION (unison) John Riddle 
God of grace, God of glory, with humility we gather before you. 
Not one of us is close to being perfect; we pale before the example of Jesus. 
Unlike you, we can be quick to anger and insistent on our own ways. 
Awash in your forgiveness we need help to pass it on to othersé(continue in silence) 

THE GLORIA  #737 (R)  ñ  sung twice 

Holy, holy, holy! My heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy, Lord.ò 

Our CCLI  license is #1011176ðall music used with permission 



SCRIPTURE READING                         Matthew 18:21-35  John Riddle and Pastor Len 
HYMN of PREPARATION  No. 382 (R), vs. 1 & 2   Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive 

HOMILY         ñFor Me But Not Thee: The Unforgiving Servantò Pastoral Intern Alice Goss 

SPECIAL MUSIC     Fairest Lord Jesus (arr. Wagner) Bryce Bettin and Claudia Marsollier 

TIME of PRAYER 

Silent Prayer 
Pastoral Prayer and Lordõs Prayer (òsinsó and òsin against usó) Pastor Len 
Organ Response 

RESPONDING with GENEROSITY 

Invitation Alice Goss  

Offertory         Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (arr. Shackley) Claudia Marsollier 
Prayer of Dedication  

HYMN of DEPARTING  No. 372 (R), vs. 1 & 2         I Then Shall Live 

BENEDICTION  Alice Goss and Pastor Len 

POSTLUDE                With Wings Like Eagles (David Paxton) Claudia Marsollier 

DG {VIRTUAL} CAFÉ (see log-in information below) 

Our Building is Closed é Our Mission is  W i d e  O p e n ! 

Join us Sunday at 10:30 a.m. for our virtual DG Café!  Grab a Zoom ótableô by 
computer at https://zoom.us/j/842133771; by phone at1-669-900-6833#, join meeting  
842 133 771.  To see the facesé hear the voicesé and learn what is happening in each 
othersôé are priceless. 

Our Mission/Outreach Continues! Food and water collection, Mon-Wed 9 to 11 a.m. 
Leave items just outside the office door. Food goes to Valley View Food Bank and the 
water goes to the Salvation Army. Plastic bags and óplarnô for homeless mats may be left 
outside Fellowship Hall. Household supplies dropped off are delivered to the Justa Center. 
Thank you for your ongoing generosity! 

Council meeting: The Church Council meets via Zoom this Tuesday morning at 9:30 a.m. 
As always, a number of important items are on the agenda. 

New Website to ôUnveilõ: The re-freshed Desert Garden website is about to launchðwe will 
let you know when it happens; we think you will enjoy using it.  

The Pastorõs Bible Study is underway é each Thursday at 3 p.m. For September we are 
sharing ñBible 101ò ð a survey of the biblical ñdramaò as its key themes unfold. This 
Thursdayôs topic is óJesus: Victory from Defeatô; helpful prep material with suggested 
bible passages is available from Pastor Len ð pastorlen@desertgardenchurch.org. 



Verses 1 & 2 only 



Sung twice 

Our Desert Garden of Prayer 
Your prayers matter...in ways you may never fully realize. Please remember these people 

and needs in your regular prayer routine. They, and you, will benefit:   

Those who asked us not to name them publicly; 
Edith Warren (daughter of the Wenners); Bill Layson; 
Ronda Lee (daughter of Virginia Heiman); Marsha Griep; 
Audrey Ellis; Heidi Kallstrom; Daryl Shipp; Jill (daughter 
of Joan Hamilton); Barbara Rose; Birdean Christofferson; 
Gudrun Adell; Florence Woodward; Toni & Robert 
Pringle; Doug Middlebrooks; Alla Sawitski; 
Bob Davis;  Sara Givens; Tess Julianna; Flora Larson; 
Pastor Mike Campbell; PhillipðSwanee Pringleôs 
grandson; Marty Garretson; HenryðCindy Dauteriveôs grandson; John Valenta;  
Mary (Bernadette Schalmôs sister); Sharon Haeussler; Paula Kramer; Alice Goss as she begins 
seminary; our Profile and Pastoral Search Committees; firefighters, first responders and 
medical personnel; delivery and service people at risk; all those grieving and all for whom the 
current isolation is especially difficult; for teachers and students and educational personnel; 
for peace, justice and racial equality in this nation. 


